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POLICY CHANGE NOTICE FOR INDIAN HEALTH SERVICE PRC PROGRAM

Health care costs have continued to increase, and current and projected expenses are exceeding
the amount of Indian Health Service Funding Grand Portage receives each year. Grand Portage
Health Services is making changes to the [HS eligibility requirements to help ensure these funds
remain available to our community.

There are two important changes that may affect you:

1. Annual MNSure/Medical Assistance application

IHS-eligible individuals who are not covered by an employer-based health plan will now be
required to complete an application through MNSure each year. The application will determine

whether you or members of your household qualify for Medical Assistance or MinnesotaCare.

- If you qualify, that insurance will be used to help cover your health care costs, with THS
continuing to assist with eligible costs not covered by the plan.

- If you do not qualify, IHS will continue to be available for eligible health care costs.

Because eligibility can change from year to year, completing this process annually will help
make sure you are receiving any health coverage or assistance available to you.

2. Medicare enrollment at age 65

[HS-eligible individuals will be required to enroll in Medicare when they turn 65. Individuals
who are already age 65 or older and are not currently enrolled in Medicare will also need to
enroll.

We understand that health insurance, Medicare, MNSure, and Medical Assistance can be
complicated. Grand Portage has hired two Healthcare Navigators, Kathryn Sherer and Amber
Swader, to help community members through this process.

Our goal is to make these changes as manageable as possible while helping community members
access all the health care resources available to them.

Kathryn and Amber can assist with applications, renewals, Medicare enrollment, and questions
about available health coverage and assistance. They can be reached at 218 — 475 — 2852 or by
visiting their office located in the former Construction Office

Thank you for your cooperation and understanding,

Grand Portage Tribal Council

GICHI ONIGAMIING — GREAT CARRYING PLACE



