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April 2026 | WSB Project number: 031593-000

Grand Portage Trail System | Master Plan

GRAND PORTAGE TRAIL 
SYSTEM PLAN GOALS

The vision for the Grand Portage Trail System is to protect its highly 
valued cultural and natural resources for future generations through 

improved connectivity, responsible use, and ecologically driven 
visitation to encourage future stewards. 

Connectivity
Improve connectivity locally and regionally 

by filling in gaps, connecting to primary 
destination areas and regional systems, 

and improving pedestrian safety.

Eco-Tourism
Encourage responsible visitation through 
improved awareness of existing amenities 
and systems while enhancing opportunities 

that support quality experiences.

Education
Promote responsible use and cultural 

connections through meaningful 
educational and interpretive opportunities.

Stewardship
Provide opportunities to allow people to 
connect with nature and enjoy scenic 

surroundings while promoting protection of 
natural and cultural systems and habitats. 
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April 2026 | WSB Project number: 031593-000

Grand Portage Trail System | Overall Map
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SEE BRT TRAILHEAD 
ENLARGEMENT

SEE 
WAUSWAUGONING 
BAY ENLARGEMENT

SEE GRAND PORTAGE 
ENLARGEMENT

LAKE SUPERIOR

SEE TEAL LAKE 
ENLARGEMENT

SUPERIOR HIKING TRAIL
•	 NOTED THAT ROUTES 

THROUGH THE RESERVATION 
WERE NOT DESIRED - 
CURRENT PREFERENCE?

LAKE SUPERIOR WATER TRAIL

GRAND PORTAGE TRAIL CENTER 
AT OLD HWY 61
•	 PREVIOUS XC SKI LODGE IN 90’S
•	 NOW USED BY DOG SLED RACERS & 

SNOWMOBILERS FOR PARKING
•	 IS A PEDSTRIAN TRAIL ROUTE 

DESIRED FROM GRAND PORTAGE TO 
TRAIL CENTER SITE ALONG MINERAL 
CENTER ROAD AND/OR SNOWMOBILE 
ROUTE?

•	 ANY IMPROVEMENTS DESIRED AS A 
SMALL TRAILHEAD AS MIDWAY POINT 
TO BRT TRAILHEAD? 

•	 AWARENESS OF TRIBAL LANDS AND 
RESPECTFUL USE NEEDED

•	 AVOID OVER-DEVELOPMENT

VISITOR USE ISSUE 
•	 VISITORS KNOWN TO CREATE 

THEIR OWN PATH CONNECTION 
TO PIGEON RIVER TRAILS

•	 IS IT BETTER TO CREATE A 
DESIGNATED ROUTE TO AVOID 
ONGOING LAND DISRUPTION?

CAMPING CONSIDERATIONS:
•	 NOTED COMMENTS FROM USERS WHO 

DESIRE MORE CAMPING OPPORTUNITIES 
NEAR GRAND PORTAGE

•	 SOME VISITORS WILL USE RV 
CAMPGROUND 1 NIGHT IN ORDER TO GO 
TO ISLE ROYALE FERRY

•	 ISSUES WITH PEOPLE SLEEPING IN CARS 
AT WAYSIDE RESTS OR PARKING LOTS

•	 SOME RV SITE USERS PREFER MORE 
PRIVACY AND NATURAL SETTING

•	 BACKPACKERS / BWCA USERS TEND TO 
LOOK FOR TENT SITES

PRIMITIVE CAMPING
AREAS (TYP)

HOLLOW ROCK RESORT:
•	 OPPORTUNITY TO ADD SOME 

PRIMITIVE TENT / ECO-SITES?

RENGO ROAD TO GRAND PORTAGE 
TRAIL CENTER AT OLD HWY 61 
•	 SNOWMOBILE ROUTE; SOME ATV USE
•	 SHOULD IT BE NOTED AS A PEDESTRIAN 

TRAIL ROUTE TO CONNECT GRAND 
PORTAGE TO THE BRT TRAILHEAD?

•	 DENOTE BOUNDARY OF RESERVATION 
FOR AWARENESS?

LEGEND
PEDESTRIAN TRAIL
FOOT TRAIL
MULTI-PURPOSE TRAIL
SNOWMOBILE ROUTE
ATV ROUTE
WATER TRAIL
GRAND PORTAGE RESERVATION

TRAILHEAD

TRAIL ROUTE CONSIDERATION
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0’ 2,500’ 5,000’Grand Portage Reservation, Minnesota 
April 2026 | WSB Project number: 031593-000

Grand Portage Trail System | BRT Trailhead Enlargement

BRT TRAILHEAD IMPROVEMENT CONSIDERATIONS:
•	 TRAIL MAP / WAYFINDING
•	 INTERPRETIVE / EDUCATIONAL SIGNAGE OPPORTUNITY 

(RICE HARVESTING)
•	 PICNIC TABLES? PORTA POTTY?
•	 SMALL IMPROVEMENTS THAT WOULD BENEFIT THE 

SCHOOL GROUPS FOR RICE HARVESTING & OTHER 
EDUCATION (BREAK UP INTO MULTIPLE GROUPS SO ONE 
GROUP NEEDS OTHER ACTIVITIES)

•	 FEEL ACCESS TO THE RIVER IS SUITABLE FOR THEIR USE / 
DON’T OVERDEVELOP

•	 NOTED THAT THE BRT ASSOCIATION AND SUPERIOR  
HIKING TRAIL ASSOCIATION MAY BE WILLING PARTNERS 
FOR IMPROVEMENTS AND ONGOING MAINTENANCE

BRT TRAILHEAD ENLARGEMENT

RENGO ROAD TO GRAND PORTAGE 
TRAIL CENTER AT OLD HWY 61 
•	 SNOWMOBILE ROUTE; SOME ATV USE
•	 CAN BE NOTED AS A PEDESTRIAN TRAIL 

ROUTE TO CONNECT GRAND PORTAGE 
TO THE BRT TRAILHEAD

•	 DENOTE BOUNDARY OF RESERVATION 
FOR AWARENESS

•	 LOWER PRIORITY

RIVER ACCESSTRAIL LOOP CONSIDERATION:
•	 CONSIDER SMALL LOOP 

FROM TRAILHEAD FOR OTHER 
OPPORTUNITIES (EDUCATIONAL)

VISITOR USE ISSUE (PIGEON RIVER)
•	 VISITORS KNOWN TO CREATE THEIR OWN 

PATH CONNECTION TO PIGEON RIVER 
TRAILS / FORT CHARLOTTE

•	 IS IT BETTER TO CREATE A DESIGNATED 
ROUTE TO AVOID ONGOING LAND 
DISRUPTION?

•	 ENCOURAGE USE ALONG RENGO ROAD 
ROUTE INSTEAD?

•	 PROVIDE AWARENESS OF RESERVATION 
PROPERTY

LEGEND
SUPERIOR HIKING TRAIL
NORTH COUNTRY TRAIL
GRAND PORTAGE RESERVATION

POINT OF INTEREST

TRAILHEAD

TRAIL ROUTE CONSIDERATION

!

!
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0’ 2,500’ 5,000’Grand Portage Reservation, Minnesota 
April 2026 | WSB Project number: 031593-000

Grand Portage Trail System | Grand Portage Enlargement

SEE 
ENLARGEMENT 

“A”

SEE TEAL LAKE 
ENLARGEMENT

SEE 
ENLARGEMENT 

“B”

SEE 
ENLARGEMENT 

“C”

EXISTING TRAIL CROSSING ON 61

!

GRAND PORTAGE NATIONAL 
MONUMENT HERITAGE CENTER 
& MOUNT ROSE TRAILHEAD
•	 PARKING
•	 HERITAGE VISITORS CENTER 
•	 RESTROOMS
•	 TRAIL MAPS
•	 HISTORICAL INFORMATION

BLUEBERRY HABITAT 
MANAGEMENT AREA
•	 COMMUNITY AREA ONLY
•	 NOTED AS SCENIC
•	 FIRE BREAK LINES CONNECT 

TO SNOWMOBILE TRAIL AND 
COMMUNITY CENTER

MOUNT JOSEPHINE OVERLOOK

61

61

ISLE ROYALE FERRY EXISTING PEDESTRIAN ROUTES 
NEAR DESTINATION AREAS:
•	 PAVED TRAIL / SHOULDER PARTIALLY ON 

NORTH SIDE OF MILE CREEK ROAD INTO 
RV CAMPGROUND

•	 PAVED SHOULDER ON PORTIONS OF 
STORE ROAD

•	 NEW CROSSWALKS & MONUMENTS 

SNOWMOBILE TRAILS 
•	 NOTED AS “LOCAL ACCESS 

ONLY” BUT GROOMED

TRAIL LINK CONSIDERATION:
•	 CONSIDER TRAIL LINK BETWEEN 

BLUEBERRY AREA AND GRAND 
PORTAGE TRAIL VIA SNOWMOBILE 
ROUTE

VISITOR USE ISSUE 
•	 VISITORS TO BE DETERRED 

FROM TRAVELING BEYOND 
FERRY LOCATION (DEAD 
END THAT DISRUPTS LOCAL 
RESIDENTS)

TRAIL LINK CONSIDERATION:
•	 TRAIL LINK DESIRED FROM MILE 

CREEK ROAD AT CAMPGROUND TO 
TRAIL AT STEVENS ROAD AND LINK 
TO GRAND PORTAGE TRAIL 

LEGEND
PEDESTRIAN TRAIL
FOOT TRAIL
MULTI-PURPOSE TRAIL
SNOWMOBILE ROUTE
COMMUNITY GROUNDS

OVERLOOK

POINT OF INTEREST

TRAILHEAD

RESTROOM

PRIMITIVE CAMPING

PEDESTRIAN CROSSING

TRAIL ROUTE CONSIDERATION

ROADWAY PEDESTRIAN ROUTE

!
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0’ 500’ 1,000’Grand Portage Reservation, Minnesota 
April 2026 | WSB Project number: 031593-000

Grand Portage Trail System | G.P. Enlargement “A”

GRAND PORTAGE 
LODGE & CASINO

GRAND PORTAGE MARINA 
& RV CAMPGROUND

CONSIDER PEDESTRIAN CROSSWALK 
AND SIDEWALK CONNECTIONS AT 
INTERSECTION OF MILE CREEK ROAD 
AND MARINA ROAD TO TRADING POST 
FOR IMPROVED SAFETY

EXISTING CEMETERY

MILE CREEK ROAD:
•	 EXISTING SHOULDER / TRAIL ON NORTH 

SIDE OF ROAD DIVERTS INTO RV 
CAMPGROUND

•	 DESIRE FOR CONTINUED PEDESTRIAN 
ROUTE ALONG MILE CREEK ROAD 

ACCESS DRIVE

EXISTING PEDESTRIAN CROSSWALK

GRAND PORTAGE NATIONAL 
MONUMENT HERITAGE CENTER 
& MOUNT ROSE TRAILHEAD
•	 PARKING
•	 HERITAGE VISITORS CENTER 
•	 RESTROOMS
•	 TRAIL MAPS
•	 HISTORICAL INFORMATION

!

61

TRAIL LINK CONSIDERATION:
•	 COMMUNITY DESIRE TO HAVE A TRAIL 

CONNECTION FROM MILE CREEK ROAD 
NORTH TO THE TRAIL AT STEVENS ROAD 
WITH LINK TO GRAND PORTAGE TRAILS

DIRECT PEDESTRIANS ALONG CASINO 
DRIVE TO CONNECT TO APARTMENTS 
AND MINERAL CENTER ROAD 

LEGEND
CONTOURS (10-FOOT)
PEDESTRIAN TRAIL
FOOT TRAIL
MULTI-PURPOSE TRAIL
SNOWMOBILE ROUTE

OVERLOOK

POINT OF INTEREST

TRAILHEAD

RESTROOM

PRIMITIVE CAMPING

RV CAMPING

MARINA / BOAT LAUNCH

PEDESTRIAN CROSSING

TRAIL ROUTE CONSIDERATION

ROADWAY PEDESTRIAN ROUTE

!
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Grand Portage Trail System | G.P. Enlargement “B”
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OLD BAY ROAD SECTION 
•	 USED BY PEDESTRIANS, 

NEEDS IMPROVEMENTS AS A 
DESIGNATED TRAIL

UPPER ROAD:
•	 MORE TRAFFIC / SPEED ISSUES ON 

UPPER ROAD WITH VISITORS GOING TO/
FROM FERRY SITE

•	 LOCALS LIKE TO WALK LOOP ALONG 
UPPER AND BAY ROADS (~1-MILE)

•	 CONSIDER WIDENED SHOULDER ON 
ONE SIDE AND REDUCED LANES FOR 
IMPROVED PEDESTRIAN SAFETY

•	 WETLANDS ALONG ROAD

COMMUNITY CENTER & SCHOOL:
•	 FIRE BREAK BEHIND HOMES ALLOW 

FOR A PEDESTRIAN CONNECTION TO 
THE BLUEBERRY MANAGEMENT AREA 
(IMPROVEMENTS NEEDED FOR USE AS 
A TRAIL SUITABLE FOR THOSE WITH 
MOBILITY ISSUES)

GRAND PORTAGE TRAIL

POW WOW GROUNDS

EXISTING PEDESTRIAN ROUTES NEAR 
NPS DESTINATION AREAS:
•	 PAVED TRAIL / SHOULDER ON PORTIONS OF 

WEST SIDE OF STORE ROAD TO MILE CREEK 
ROAD (NOTED VEHICLES WILL PARK ON THE 
TRAIL WHERE IT IS NOT SEPARATED)

•	 PEDESTRIAN CROSSING AT MILE CREEK 
ROAD TO ACCESS GRAND PORTAGE 
NATIONAL MONUMENT AREA AND TRAILS

BAY ROAD:
•	 LOCALS LIKE TO WALK LOOP ALONG 

UPPER AND BAY ROADS (~1-MILE)
•	 GREAT LAKE VIEWS 
•	 CONSIDER WIDENED SHOULDER ON 

ONE SIDE AND REDUCED LANES FOR 
IMPROVED PEDESTRIAN SAFETY OR 
MARK AS “SHARED ROUTE”

GRAND PORTAGE 
NATIONAL MONUMENT

MOUNT ROSE OVERLOOK

LEGEND
CONTOURS (10-FOOT)
PEDESTRIAN TRAIL
FOOT TRAIL
MULTI-PURPOSE TRAIL
SNOWMOBILE ROUTE

OVERLOOK

POINT OF INTEREST

TRAILHEAD

RESTROOM

PRIMITIVE CAMPING

RV CAMPING

MARINA / BOAT LAUNCH

PEDESTRIAN CROSSING

TRAIL ROUTE CONSIDERATION

ROADWAY PEDESTRIAN ROUTE

!



C
:\

AC
C

\A
C

C
D

oc
s\

W
SB

\0
31

59
3-

0
0

0\
Pr

oj
ec

t F
ile

s\
0

5_
D

is
ci

pl
in

e\
La

nd
sc

ap
e\

04
_M

ap
 E

xh
ib

its
\G

ra
nd

 P
or

ta
ge

 T
ra

ils
\0

31
59

3-
0

0
0

-G
ra

nd
 P

or
ta

ge
 T

ra
ils

 E
ng

ag
em

en
t 2

Scale in Feet

0’ 2,500’ 5,000’Grand Portage Reservation, Minnesota 
April 2026 | WSB Project number: 031593-000

Grand Portage Trail System | G.P. Enlargement “C”
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BLUEBERRY HABITAT 
MANAGEMENT AREA
•	 EDUCATION OPPORTUNITY?
•	 NOTED AS SCENIC BUT HAS STEEP 

AREAS (ENTERING SITE FROM THE 
ROAD IS VERY STEEP)

INFORMAL MT JOSEPHINE TRAILHEAD
•	 USED TO ACCESS MOUNT JOSEPHINE TRAILS
•	 UNMARKED & MINIMAL ROOM FOR PARKING
•	 CONSIDERATION FOR COMMUNITY USE ONLY 

AS ACCESS TO BLUEBERRY PROPERTY

MOUNT JOSEPHINE TRAIL
•	 TRAIL TO MOUNT JOSEPHINE CROSSES 

THROUGH ALLOTMENT PROPERTY
•	 OPTION TO REROUTE TRAIL AROUND THE 

PROPERTY OR REMOVE THIS SECTION OF 
TRAIL COMPLETELY (MAY BE PREFERRED TO 
AVOID BLUEBERRY MANAGEMENT AREA)

ALLOTMENT PROPERTY

TREE NURSERY / INFORMAL TRAILHEAD
•	 USED TO ACCESS MOUNT JOSEPHINE TRAILS
•	 UNMARKED & MINIMAL ROOM FOR PARKING
•	 CONSIDERATION FOR IMPROVEMENTS AS 

A TRAILHEAD TO DETER USE FROM OTHER 
INFORMAL TRAILHEAD

MOUNT JOSEPHINE TRAIL

UPPER ROAD:
•	 MORE TRAFFIC / SPEED ISSUES ON 

UPPER ROAD WITH VISITORS GOING TO/
FROM FERRY SITE

•	 LOCALS LIKE TO WALK LOOP ALONG 
UPPER AND BAY ROADS (~1-MILE)

•	 CONSIDER WIDENED SHOULDER ON 
ONE SIDE AND REDUCED LANES FOR 
IMPROVED PEDESTRIAN SAFETY

•	 WETLANDS ALONG ROAD

BAY ROAD:
•	 LOCALS LIKE TO WALK LOOP ALONG 

UPPER AND BAY ROADS (~1-MILE)
•	 GREAT LAKE VIEWS 
•	 CONSIDER WIDENED SHOULDER ON 

ONE SIDE AND REDUCED LANES FOR 
IMPROVED PEDESTRIAN SAFETY OR 
MARK AS “SHARED ROUTE”

LEGEND
PEDESTRIAN TRAIL
FOOT TRAIL
MULTI-PURPOSE TRAIL
SNOWMOBILE ROUTE

OVERLOOK

POINT OF INTEREST

TRAILHEAD

RESTROOM

PRIMITIVE CAMPING

RV CAMPING

MARINA / BOAT LAUNCH

PEDESTRIAN CROSSING

TRAIL ROUTE CONSIDERATION

ROADWAY PEDESTRIAN ROUTE

TRAIL REMOVAL CONSIDERATION

!
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Grand Portage Trail System | Teal Lake Enlargement
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SOUTH OVERLOOK:
•	 MAINLY JUST A REST AREA; LACKS VIEWS 

AND THERE ARE NO TRAIL CONNECTIONS 
THOUGH SOME USE IT TO ACCESS TRAIL 
ROUTES

•	 SNOWMOBILE ROUTE ALONGSIDE 
OVERLOOK 

EXISTING SNOWMOBILE 
TRAILS CONNECT TO RYDEN’S 
BORDER STORE

SUSIE ISLANDS OVERLOOK
•	 PARKING
•	 VAULT RESTROOMS
•	 OVERLOOK DECK

61

61

SNOWMOBILE TRAIL 
CROSSING 
•	 NO SIGNS OR MARKINGS

TRAIL LINK CONSIDERATION:
•	 USED TO BE A TRAIL HERE
•	 WOULD ALLOW TRAIL USERS TO 

ACCESS RESTROOMS
•	 MANY DISLIKE THIS OPTION DUE 

TO PROPENSITY OF OVERLOOK TO 
BECOME USED AS A TRAILHEAD

UN-NAMED OVERLOOK:
•	 SOME PULL-OFF SPACES WITH GREAT 

VIEWS OF LAKE & TERRAIN

ARROWHEAD OVERLOOK

MOUNT JOSEPHINE VISTA  

LEGEND
CONTOURS (10-FOOT)
PEDESTRIAN TRAIL
FOOT TRAIL
MULTI-PURPOSE TRAIL
SNOWMOBILE ROUTE

OVERLOOK

POINT OF INTEREST

TRAILHEAD

RESTROOM

PEDESTRIAN CROSSING

TRAIL ROUTE CONSIDERATION

!
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April 2026 | WSB Project number: 031593-000

Grand Portage Trail System | Wauswaugoning Bay Enlargement
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INFORMAL PARKING AREA
•	 MNDOT SNOW PLOWS USE FOR 

TURNING AROUND

GRAND PORTAGE STATE PARK 
VISITOR CENTER
•	 PARKING
•	 RESTROOMS
•	 EDUCATIONAL / INTERPRETIVE INFO
•	 TRAILHEAD / MAPS

!

HIGH FALLS 
OVERLOOK

61

RYDEN’S BORDER STORE
•	 FOOD & GAS
•	 RESTROOMS
•	 SOME TRAILER PARKING 

(SNOWMOBILES, ETC.)
•	 SOME INFORMAL CAMPSITES

UN-NAMED OVERLOOK:
•	 SOME PULL-OFF SPACES WITH GREAT 

VIEWS OF LAKE & TERRAIN

61

LEGEND
CONTOURS (10-FOOT)
PEDESTRIAN TRAIL
FOOT TRAIL
MULTI-PURPOSE TRAIL
SNOWMOBILE ROUTE

CONSERVATION AREA (BLM)

CULTURAL PRESERVATION AREA 

OVERLOOK

POINT OF INTEREST

TRAILHEAD

RESTROOM

TRAIL ROUTE CONSIDERATION

!


